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Eduardo Baamonde Noche
Hailing from Villalba (Lugo), he is an agronomist trained at the Polytechnic University of Madrid with a masters in European Communities. After completing his studies, he joined the economics department of the Technical College for Agricultural Engineering, ETSIA.

In 1993, he moved to Brussels and from 1996 onwards he was Director of the office of the Confederation of Agricultural Cooperatives of Spain, (CCAE), currently known as Agri-food Cooperatives. His time in Brussels, defending the cooperatives' interests within the European Union institutions, gave him an insight into the reality of the agri-food sector in other countries as well as the appropriate mechanisms for influencing decision-making. During this time, he participated as an expert at the Economic and Social Committee and offered advisory services to Spanish MEPs in the European Union's Agriculture Committee. In Brussels he was an expert at several hearings in the European Parliament on issues as important as the CAP and various CMOs.

In November 2003, Eduardo Baamonde was elected President of COGECA, the body representing the European cooperative sector. During this time he promoted trans-border relations of cooperation between cooperative businesses and reinforced COGECA's role within the European Union institutions. Similarly, he represented the Community's sector at the WTO summit held in Hong Kong in 2005.
Since 2000, he has been Director General of the Agri-food Cooperatives where he has been working since 1992. Eduardo Baamonde has worked actively with and for cooperatives, promoting interaction and communication between them, national and Community institutions and representative bodies, resulting in Agri-food Cooperatives becoming a focal point for the whole Spanish agriculture sector.  

In addition to continuing their role of providing training, information and advice to cooperatives, Agri-food Cooperatives are working actively on issues such as food quality and security, traceability, inter-cooperation and integration in order to be able to enhance the business dimension of cooperatives. He is currently a member of the Advisory Committee of the Spanish Agency for Food Security (AESA).
Furthermore, Eduardo Baamonde participates actively in countless conferences, seminars and national and international congresses. 
Agri-food Cooperatives are the organisation representing the agricultural cooperative movement in the State of Spain. Agri-food Cooperatives carry out activities at national, Community and international level in all forums where the interests of the Spanish cooperative movement are defended. The number of agricultural cooperatives exceeds 4,000, representing over a million members and with a turnover of 16,975 million euros. 
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