


Ref. COMM(26)01778			
15/07/2026

Press Release
Nitrates Directive Evaluation: Amid a fertiliser crisis calling for a rethink, the Commission chooses the status quo
After three years of assessment, the European Commission has published its long-awaited evaluation of the Nitrates Directive. The evaluation concludes that this more than 30-year-old legislation remains effective in achieving its environmental objectives and attributes the remaining shortcomings primarily to poor implementation across Member States.
Copa and Cogeca acknowledge the publication of the evaluation. However, it fails to recognise the profound changes that have taken place in European agriculture since the Directive was adopted in 1991. The European Union has enlarged, climatic conditions have changed, scientific knowledge and farming practices have evolved, and new technologies now offer opportunities to achieve environmental objectives through more targeted and efficient approaches.
While the Directive initially contributed to significant improvements in water quality, progress has stagnated in many Member States in recent years. At the same time, compliance has become increasingly complex and costly for farmers. Meeting the Directive's requirements often requires substantial investments and long-term planning, while farmers are operating in an increasingly volatile economic, climatic and geopolitical environment. The evaluation also fails to adequately assess the economic impact and consequences for farms, as it does not sufficiently reflect the evolution of agricultural structures, the diversity of production systems, and the cumulative impact of successive policy developments that have shaped the sector over the past three decades.
Against this backdrop, Copa and Cogeca regret that the evaluation does not put forward any meaningful proposals to modernise or simplify the legislative framework. Beyond calling for improved implementation by Member States, it offers little in terms of practical solutions capable of addressing today's realities, including the ongoing fertiliser crisis, the growing impact of climate change and the need for greater flexibility in nutrient management. 
This evaluation should have marked the beginning of a genuine reflection on whether a legislative framework designed more than three decades ago remains fully adapted to the challenges of 21st-century agriculture. Instead, it largely confirms the status quo.
This is difficult to comprehend when the European Union insists that the Directive is fit for purpose, and yet EU water quality is poor, circularity alternatives and manure management systems must be mainstreamed, while not addressing aspects of the Directive that are outdated and flawed. It would be disappointing to think that this necessary step towards modernisation is not taken when it is within reach. 
There is finally a striking lack of coherence between the ambitions set out in the Vision for the Future of Agriculture, the Livestock Strategy and the Fertiliser Action Plan, and the conclusions of this evaluation.
Copa and Cogeca therefore consider this evaluation to be only a first step. It is essential that the Implementation Dialogue and coming assessment processes of the Nitrates Directive deliver genuine simplification, enable innovation, and provide farmers with a modern, science-based and workable regulatory framework capable of achieving environmental objectives while safeguarding the competitiveness and resilience of European agriculture.
-END- 
Translations will be available in DE, ES, FR, IT, PL and RO on the Copa-Cogeca website soon. 
About us - Copa and Cogeca are the united voice of farmers and agri-cooperatives in the EU. Together, we ensure that EU agriculture is sustainable, innovative and competitive, while guaranteeing food security for 500 million people throughout Europe. >>> More information www.copa-cogeca.eu

For further information, please contact
	Niall Curley
Senior Policy Advisor
niall.curley@copa-cogeca.eu
	Manon Dubois
Senior Policy Advisor
manon.dubois@copa-cogeca.eu

	Riccardo Pelani
Senior Policy Advisor
Riccardo.Pelani@copa-cogeca.eu
	Jean-Baptiste Boucher
Communication Director
jean-baptiste.boucher@copa-cogeca.eu
+32 474 84 08 36




Press Release Mailing List
Unsubscribe
Subscribe

[image: A close-up of a flower

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Copa - Cogeca | European Farmers European Agri-Cooperatives 
61, Rue de Trèves | B - 1040 Bruxelles | www.copa-cogeca.eu  
EU Transparency Register Number | Copa 44856881231-49 | Cogeca 09586631237-74

[image: A close-up of a flower

Description automatically generated with low confidence]Copa - Cogeca | European Farmers European Agri-Cooperatives 
61, Rue de Trèves | B - 1040 Bruxelles | www.copa-cogeca.eu  
EU Transparency Register Number | Copa 44856881231-49 | Cogeca 09586631237-74

image2.png
copa*cogeca

european farmers european agri-cooperatives




image1.png




